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Hadrian’s Wall World Heritage Site Management Plan 
Archaeological Research Draft 2008-14 Action Plan 
 
Policies Ongoing Actions Actions 2010 Actions Post 2010 
Policy 6a: The Hadrian’s Wall Research 
Framework should be used to prioritise 
archaeological fieldwork to mitigate 
threats to archaeological remains if in situ 
preservation of such areas at risk is not 
possible. 

1. Develop and implement plans to record 
the archaeology where protection is not 
possible, and to publish the results fully.  
 

  

 2. Implement measures to conserve 
vulnerable sites where possible.  

  
Policy 9a: A programme of on-going 
survey, fieldwork and analytical research 
will be developed to take forward projects 
and priorities identified in the Research 
Framework. 

 
 

1. Develop and implement a GIS 
programme for the WHS that is informed 
by and builds on existing GIS operated by 
stakeholders 

 

 2. Co-ordinate action to maximise the 
knowledge yield from sites being damaged 
by erosion   

 3. Carry out strategic excavations of a range 
of site-types  

  
  4. Identify the precise course of the Wall 

and the boundaries of its installations in 
the West using all appropriate techniques, 
including a complete set of geophysical 
surveys for the principal Wall and 
Stanegate sites 

 

 5. Make resources available for aerial 
reconnaissance whenever the conditions are 
suitable.   

Policy 9b: Organisations with 
responsibilities and commitments to 
develop and implement research along 
Hadrian’s Wall will work in partnership 
and co-ordinate their activities wherever 
possible 

1. Set up a forum to provide liaison for 
research activity throughout the WHS  
   

  2. Develop a co-ordinated approach to 
seeking funding for an on-going Wall-wide 
programme of fieldwork and analytical 
research  

 

Policy 9c:  Wherever possible, non-
invasive methods of archaeological 
investigation should be used in 
preference to excavation. 

Continue application of agreed principle 
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Policies Ongoing Actions Actions 2010 Actions Post 2010 
Policy 9d: Archaeological excavation will 
be undertaken under guidance from the 
Archaeological Research Framework  

Continue application of agreed principle 

  
Policy 9e: Archaeological excavation will 
only take place where there is adequate 
provision for post-excavation, publication 
and the conservation of finds 

Continue application of agreed principle 

  

Policy 9g: Wherever possible 
opportunities will be sought to engage 
local people and visitors in the research 
process 

1. Create opportunities to involve local 
people and visitors in the research process  
   

Policy 9h: The results of all research will 
be publicly accessible. 

2. Communicate the results of research in 
accessible, informative and imaginative 
ways.    

Policy 13b:  WHS managers should 
follow a programme of proactive 
engagement to establish a better 
understanding of local community groups 
and interests.  
 

 4. Investigate potential for an 
archaeological heritage programme (both 
Roman and non Roman) involving local 
communities in events, workshops and 
fieldwork, provided these are justified in 
research terms, properly resourced and 
organised (see Issue 9). 

 

ARF C) All existing archaeological 
research data related to Hadrian’s Wall 
will be properly recorded, managed, 
modelled and disseminated. 

 1. Undertake an audit of all existing 
material. 
 
2 Address the publication of the backlog of 
unpublished research. 
 
3. Undertake modern scientific analysis of 
all curated material. 

 

ARF H) A proactive approach will be 
made to knowledge transfer and 
succession planning in respect of 
archaeological skills and expertise. 

 1. Identify specialisms which capacity 
needs to be developed. 
 
2. Provide appropriate training to develop 
specialists in small finds, environmental 
and pottery and in other areas of shortage 
which may be identified. 

 

 


