Key Stage 2 

World Heritage Activities

If you have not considered heritage with your class before you might want to look at the Key Stage 1 World Heritage activities.

This document contains

1. Introduction: What is Heritage?

2. Activities: Teaching heritage.

a. The Dustbin Game

b. Lost & found

Introduction

Heritage is about 

· The stories of someone’s life and their ancestors

· Sharing the value and significance of those stories

· Transferring the significance of those stories to others

Often these stories are centred on artefacts or places. 

Heritage is about people from the past, often in a particular place [or with particular objects] and how we relate to these in the present. It involves bringing together:

People

Places - & things

Past 

Present

Heritage is often defined as our legacy from the past, what we live with in the present, and what we pass on to future generations to learn from, to marvel at and enjoy.

Heritage is important on many levels. Every person has a number of different heritages they can share.  

Personal Heritage – special to a person. It often involves family stories events, heirlooms or object.

Local Heritage – the story of a person or group, significant building or place that people identify with. This is sometimes referred to as Community Heritage.  

National Heritage – the distinction between local and national heritage is often about how widely know the story has become. People agree on a national basis that it is important and places or artefacts need to be conserved.

Global Heritage – There are some places and objects that many people feel are important enough to conserve and to pass on, along with their stories to others. Importantly these places may not mean the same things to all people, but most people would agree that they are worth keeping. 

Over the last one hundred years things like pollution, increasing urbanisation, natural disasters, poverty and mass tourism, have threatened our global heritage. Important sites have been damaged or destroyed. UNESCO has taken on the role of deciding what is important to all people across the globe. They have devised a set of criteria to designate places as World Heritage Sites. They can be cultural [constructed by people e.g. the Pyramids], natural [e.g. Everest National Park] or a combination of both [e.g. St. Kilda, an island off the Atlantic coast of Scotland] 


Activities
The following activities are aimed at Key Stage 2. They are aimed at introducing:

· Heritage as an idea

· To help children think about what is significant in their lives

· To give them opportunities to share this significance with their peers

· To give the opportunity to relate their ideas with World Heritage as part of a common or shared heritage

· To introduce ideas that things with significance should be enjoyed, appreciated, cared for and shared with others.

· Relating this to local, national and international heritage.

The activities for Key Stage 2 are aimed at extending the ideas of personal heritage to include local and national heritage [see introduction]. 

If you haven’t considered Heritage before with your class it would be worth looking at the Key stage 1 activities adapting and shortening them as appropriate.

The Dustbin Game [personal heritage]
Information comes to us from the past in three main ways

1. Written sources

2. Oral traditions

3. In things that have survived

Although it is very exciting to find gold and other treasure, the rubbish discarded in the past can give us an enormous amount of information about the people who threw it away. It is not just big things like buildings that survive. Archaeologists get most of their information from things that have been lost or thrown away – in other words rubbish. 

This activity introduces pupils to the work of an archaeologist and how we can find out about the past from people’s rubbish.  It can also be used to look at issues surrounding waste, recycling and food production.
How long will it take:

Allow at least 30 minutes with most groups.  

Creating different assemblages of rubbish representing different groups of people and allowing each group to examine each assemblage in turn could extend it.

Resources:

· large black sacks full of everyday household rubbish.  This will need to be collected over a period of time and for hygiene purposes will need to be washed before putting into the bin bags.  Organic items such as vegetable peelings should be put into clear plastic bags and sealed.  

· Some way to record the children’s findings.  This could be pen and paper or some other more creative method
How to:
· Divide the class into small groups, maybe 3 to 6 children.

· Each group then tries to discover as much as they can about the owners of their bag of rubbish.  For instance:

· Is it a single person or a family

· How many adults?

· How old could the children be?

· What do they like to eat

· Where do they shop

· Where do they go on holiday

· What do they do at the weekends

· Do they have a pet

· Where do they live

· Are they rich or poor?

You may not be able to answer all the questions. It depends on what rubbish you have available. You may wish to decide in advance want questions you wish answered and prepare a recording sheet.

The children have now been introduced to the idea that everyday objects can provide information about the past and the heritage of the people who used the objects. This activity links to the Key Stage 1 activities on personal heritage. 

Bright Ideas

· It is a good idea to try and make up two or more different bags for comparison.  You can compare this to what archaeologists find on sites, which are often broken pots and people’s domestic rubbish.  How much of the contents of the rubbish bag would survive?  What can’t you find out?  Hint: How does information come to us from the past?

· Visit a local museum or collection or get hold of a handling collection to look at things that have come to us from the past. What does this tell us about people from the past?  This could be used to bring in the ideas of local and national heritage.

The lost item [lost & found – personal heritage] 
This activity enables children to create a short story / drama about people from the past using an object from the past. This activity could be used during literacy lessons.

Children will:

· Compare the value of an object from the past to its value now

· Develop skills such as [refer to handling collection documents – analysing, recording, drawing]

· Use research skills to discover where their object came from and who used it.

· Present their findings as a short drama.

How long will it take: 

This activity could be done as an hour session or developed over several days.

Resources:

Contact your local museum for a handling collection. Ideally you will need to have the object plus a replica or photograph of what the object might have looked like. 

You will need research materials such as books, photo packs, access to the Internet, and a visit to a local museum. [look at the Learning from Objects page to find a list of Hadrian’s Wall sites that provide handling opportunities]. You may also wish to use objects from a different time period.] 

A simple recording frame. There is an example at the end, or you may wish to devise your own layout,

How to do it:

· Divide the class into small groups with each group having an object from the past. 

· Children need to identify and interrogate the object as archaeologists would i.e. measure it, feel it etc…  You may wish to use a recording frame like the example at the end. 

· They need to visualise who used and how it was used. They need to decide how the object was lost. At the end of the research the children should have a firm idea of what the object is, who might have used it and what it was used for. 

· Children can decide how they want to present their findings. Examples of how this could be done are below.

· Videos of the short dramas could be made

· The dramas could be written up as plays or stories and displayed alongside the objects

· Guess what it is poem/ guess my story

The children now have a focus for thinking about personal, local and national heritage. They have been introduced to the idea that an object can tell the story of the person or people who used the it. This activity links to the Key Stage 1 activities on personal heritage.
Bright Ideas:

· This activity links well with the Heirlooms activity in Key Stage 1, which could be modified to suit Key Stage 2.

· Create a time capsule to be buried or hidden for the future. Children would need to consider what they want to tell people about and how they could do this using an object. 

Example Recording Frame

	What does this object tell me?

	Describe the object – colour, texture, shape

What is it made of?

How is it decorated?

How was it made?

Who would have used it?

How would they have used it?

What does this tell me about the person who used it?

What condition is it in?  Is it worn, broken, complete?  Has it all survived?

What is its social use (eg wedding dress, sports car, silver tea set, polished stone axe)


	Draw the object.

Measurements:

How long?

How wide?

How high?

How heavy?


The Shorter Oxford Dictionary defines heritage as:


That which has been or may be inherited…


The fact of inheriting; hereditary succession…


Anything given or received to be a proper possession…


An inherited lot or portion…








UNESCO


United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organisation





� HYPERLINK "http://www.unesco.org/" \o "http://www.unesco.org/" �www.unesco.org/�





The concept of World Heritage


Conservation of heritage of outstanding universal value


Both cultural and natural heritage


Heritage which is immovable


Conservation of irreplaceable heritage


Conservation of world heritage is dependant on collective international action





Taken from World Heritage in Young Hands: An educational resource kit for teachers available at World Heritage Education


� HYPERLINK "http://whc.unesco.org/education/sindex.htm" ��http://whc.unesco.org/education/sindex.htm�
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